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Clarivate removes hold on mega-
journal Heliyon after internal
audit, 650+ retractions

Clarivate has lifted its hold on Heliyon af-
ter the journal’s internal audit led to over é Heliyon

1,000 retractions, expressions of concern ACel Press journal

and corrections. As a result, the journal
will receive an impact factor in the coming
cycle, a Clarivate spokesperson said.

Clarivate decided in September 2024 new
content from Heliyon would not be in-
dexed in its Web of Science due to con-
cerns about quality. The journal told us at
the time it was “investigating,” and since

then, it has retracted over 650 articles.
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Papers published and retracted in Heliyon, 2016-2026
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HELIYON

Publisher: CELL PRESS , 50 HAMPSHIRE ST,
FLOOR 5, CAMBRIDGE, USA, MA,
02139

elSSN: 2405-8440

Science Citation Index Expanded

Additional Web  current Contents Physical,

of Science Chemical & Earth Sciences |

Indexes: Essential Science Indicators |
Zoological Record
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Mega-journal Heliyon retracts
hundreds of papers after
internal audit

Heliyon has published fewer papers and ramped
up its retractions since a major indexing service cllyOll

put the journal on hold and the publisher

launched an audit of all papers published in the
journal since its launch in 2016.

Clarivate put Heliyon on hold in September

2024, citing concerns about the quality of the

content. The “on-hold” status indicates a journal

is being re-evaluated, and new content isn’t in-

dexed, according to documentation on the Clarivate website. A spokes-
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[1] https://retractionwatch.com/2026/08/07/clarivate-removes-
hold-mega-journal-heliyon-after-internal-audit/.

[2] https://clarivate.com/academia-government/blog/why-jour-
nals-are-put-on-hold-in-web-of-science-core-collection-
and-how-research-integrity-guides-the-process/.

[3] https://retractionwatch.com/2026/02/03/mega-journal-heli-
yon-retracts-hundreds-of-papers-after-internal-audit/.

[4] https://retractionwatch.com/2024/09/30/web-of-science-
puts-mega-journals-cureus-and-heliyon-on-hold/.

[5] https://journalcitationreports.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/arti-
cles/47808147130129-2026.
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