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Berger 5iH :

“As T understand the situation, the only al-
legation, which is correct, is that the article(s)
under concern was (were) labelled with his old
affiliation. On the other hand, there is some pe-
riod after leaving an institution, during which it
is normal to use the old affiliation, as the work
originated and was carried out there. In addi-
tion, during the period in question, Dr. Jarahian
did not have a new position / new employer. In
this situation, he used his private email address,
which clearly differs from official DKFZ email
addresses.”
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Cancer researcher with nine
retractions says he’ll take
publisher to court

A cancer researcher who lost nine papers in one
day as a publisher purged articles offered in
“authorship-for-sale” schemes told Retraction
Watch he and his co-authors “will soon defend

ourselves legally.”

Last month, the publisher Frontiers announced

Mostafa Jarahian

it had retracted 38 papers after its research

integrity team found links to the practice of buying and selling

authorship positions. Brokers list advertisements for authorships of

scientific papers on dedicated websites as well as social media.
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“Finally, the science of the article(s) is not
being disputed. In addition, the co-authors have
not been involved in any accusation regarding
science integrity. Therefore, it does not seem
appropriate, to harm all authors because of a
minor mistake of one author. If you deem it nec-
essary to establish justice in this regard, I sug-
gest that you allow Dr. Jarahian to write a short
erratum.”
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“If you can follow this suggestion, you
would solve the underlying problem with dis-
tinction and grace and avoid the punishment of
many co-authors. In the case, in which a PhD
is pending on a publication, this would seem
clearly unfair and exaggerated.”
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CLIMATE ACTION OPEN SCIENCE POLICY FRONTIERS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Frontiers implements new policy to counter ‘Authorship-for-
sale’

Frontiers has today published a new author policy designed to help prevent cases of “authorship-for-sale” among its research publications, a
term used throughout the industry which refers to the unethical practice of buying or selling authorship on research papers.

“We recognize that there are legitimate reasons for the request of authorship changes after submission. However, to create real impact in
reducing authorship-for-sale schemes, publishers must depend on responsible collaboration from our authors to ensure that their author lists
are correct at the point of submission,” says Dr Frederick Fenter, chief executive editor of Frontiers.

Under the new policy, requests for authorship changes will only be granted under exceptional circumstances and after in-depth assessment by
the Frontiers' research integrity unit. A ledger of requests will be maintained to identify suspicious patterns and trends among these types of
requests. As of today, Frontiers has identified and retracted 38 research papers linked to the practice.

“The updated policy and decision to retract these papers reflect our commitment to upholding integrity throughout our portfolio and ensuring
that authorship is attributed based on genuine contributions to the research process,” says Dr Fenter. “By taking this unambiguous stance, we
aim to maintain the trust of readers, authors, and collaborators, while demonstrating to those tempted to engage in this unethical practice will
be identified and reported to their institution.

“We recognize the potentially negative impact of the authorship-for-sale retractions on the credibility of any authors who genuinely contributed
to these manuscripts. However, our commitment is and will always be to protect the integrity of the scientific record. This is an industry-wide
issue and details have now been shared with the Committee on Publication Ethics. We also remain open to sharing details of our investigation
and the methods we use to identify ‘authorship-for-sale’ papers with other publishers on request.”
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When we initially reported on the large batch of retractions, one of
Jarahian’s co-authors shared an article from Frontiers indicating the
publisher had decided to retract the paper after “concerns were brought
to our attention from the German Cancer Research Center regarding the
authorship of the article.”

A draft retraction notice included in the email said:

the German Cancer Research Center contacted the editorial
office stating that the author Mostafa Jarahian is not an

employee.
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[1] Cancer researcher with nine retractions says he’ll take pub-
lisher to court — Retraction Watch. Available from: https://
retractionwatch.com/2023/10/25/cancer-researcher-with-
nine-retractions-says-hell-take-publisher-to-court/.

[2] Frontiers implements new policy to counter ‘Authorship-
for-sale’ - Science & research news | Frontiers (frontier-
sin.org). Available from: https://www.frontiersin.org/news/
2023/09/04/frontiers-implements-new-policy-to-counter-
authorship-for-sale/.
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#2-med Optimizing the sgRNA design to ameliorate “off-target effects” of the CRISPR/Cas9 tool

Abstract: During recent years, clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeat (CRISPR)/CRISPR-associated protein 9 (Cas9)
technologies have been noticed as a rapidly evolving tool to deliver a possibility for modifying target sequence expression and function.
The CRISPR/Cas9 tool is currently being used to treat a myriad of human disorders, ranging from genetic diseases and infections to
cancers. Preliminary reports have shown that CRISPR technology could result in valued consequences for the treatment of Duchenne
muscular dystrophy (DMD), cystic fibrosis (CF), B-thalassemia, Huntington's diseases (HD), etc. Nonetheless, high rates of off-target effects
may hinder its application in clinics. Thereby, recent studies have focused on the finding of the novel strategies to ameliorate these off-
target effects, and thereby lead to a high rate of fidelity and accuracy. Meanwhile, there is clear evidence indicating that the design of the
specific sgRNA with high efficiency is of paramount importance. Correspondingly, elucidation of the principal parameters contributed to
determining the sgRNAs efficiencies is a prerequisite. Herein, we will deliver an overview regarding the therapeutic application of CRISPR
technology to treat human disorders. More importantly, we will discuss the potent influential parameters (e.g., sgRNA structure and
feature) implicated in affecting the sgRNA efficacy in CRISPR/Cas9 technology.

Keywords: Keywords: CRISPR/Cas9 tool, genome-editing, sgRNA, off-target effects.
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