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Companies that provide legitimate English-language editing services are attempting to distance
themselves from less-principled brethren. Last month, six editing companies formed the Alliance

for Scientific Editing in China and adopted industry standards, such as requiring members to
publish ethics policies and forbidding them from manipulating the peer review process.

Such measures may not be sufficient, says Lin Songging, an editor with the Chinese Academy of
Sciences in Wuhan. Until more institutions begin firing scientists who commit fraud, he says,
“Paper trading will still exist for a long time.” Science administrators and officials themselves feel
pressure to rack up publications, he adds—which gives them “incentive to hide the truth” about
publishing abuses. Zhang Yuehong, editor of the Journal of Zhejiang University-SCIENCE in
Hangzhou, says more journals should do their own policing, adopting tools like Open Researcher
and Contributor ID, which allows editors and readers to easily examine authors’ academic

backgrounds.

T absolutely love the idea of inviting members of ASEC. Please do convey my message. I know in particular that ASEC and the CSE community are

concerned with the quality and integrity of articles and peer review process.

With much appreciation,
Erin
Erin McMullan | Executive Director
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