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Introduction.

Smoking is a substantial global public health concern. In 2015, the World Health Organization.
calculated that 22.7% of the global population above the age of 15 was smoking tobacco
cigarettes, which represents 1.1 billion people] Mostimportantly, there are six million deaths
annually due to smoking, and it is predicted that one billion people will die prematurely from
smokingrelated disease during the 21st century. In the United States alone, cigarette smoking
causes about one in every five deaths, with the death toll estimated at 480,000 people every
year. In Europe, the number of annual smoking-related deaths is estimated at 700,000.3 As a
result, intensive tobacco control efforts to reduce uptake and convince established smokers to
quit have been undertaken over the past decades. M such as i
taxation, restriction of smoking in public places and providing smokingcessation services have
been used widely to combat the smoking epidemic. Globally, the need to reduce smoking
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Introduction«

Smoking is a substantial global public health concern. In 2015, the World Health Organization«
calculated that 22.7% of the global population above the age of 15 was smoking tobacco
cigarettes, which represents 1.1 billion people(Liu et al_, 2018a; Liu et al., 2018b; Quan et al_,
2018; Ravichandran and Banik, 2018; Wang et al., 2018; Wu et al_, 2018). Most importantly,
there are six million deaths annually due to smoking, and it is predicted that one billion people
will die prematurely from smokingrelated disease during the 21st century. In the United States
alone, cigarette smoking causes about one in every five deaths, with the death toll estimated
at 480,000 people every year. In Europe, the number of annual smoking-related deaths is
estimated at 700,000.3 As a result, intensive tobacco control effoIrts to reduce uptake and
convince established smokers to quit have been undertaken over the past decades. Measures
such as educational campaigns, taxation, restriction of smoking in public places and providing

Liu, Q.Q., Li, M., Liu, X., Zhang, Q., Liu, R., Wang, Z.L., et al. (2018a). Removal of sulfamethoxazole and
trimethoprim from reclaimed water and the biodegradation mechanism. Frontiers of Environmental
Science & Engineering 12(6), 8. doi: 10.1007/5s11783-018-1048-5.«

Liu, X.T., Fiedler, H., Gong, WW., Wang, B., and Yu, G. (2018b). Potential sources of unintentionally
produced PCB, HCB, and PeCBz in China: A preliminary overview. Frontiers of Environmental Science &
Engineering 12(6), 14. doi: 10.1007/511783-018-1036-9.¢

Quan, X., Huang, K., Li, M., Lan, M.C., and Li, B.A. (2018). Nitrogen removal performance of municipal
reverse osmosis concentrate with low C/N ratio by membrane-aerated biofilm reactor. Frontiers of
Environmental Science & Engineering 12(6), 11. doi: 10.1007/s11783-018-1047-6.~
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Introduction.

Smoking is a substantial global public health concern. In 2015, the World Health Organization-
calculated that 22.7% of the global population above the age of 15 was smoking tobacco
cigarettes, which represents 1.1 billion people®\. Most importantly, there are six million deaths
knnually due to smoking, and it is predicted that one billion people will die prematurely from
smokingrelated disease during the 21st century. In the United States alone, cigarette smoking
causes about one in every five deaths, with the death toll estimated at 480,000 people every
year. In Europe, the number of annual smoking-related deaths is estimated at 700,000.3 As a
result, intensive tobacco control efforts to reduce uptake and convince established smokers to
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trimethoprim from reclaimed water and the biodegradation mechanism. Frontiers of Environmental
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