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Dr. Edward H. Livingston: most common
reason Chinese papers get rejected is
clinical trial design

Dr. Edward H. Livingston 4 A & /¢

JAMA- Journal of the American Medical Association ( FE[H [E 2%
Sk Bl £, H4EWERNSWIMER ., WIETFARELE; %
] 7 5 5% 07 R 2 VG i 2 B AR 2 s PO AL RSN BR 2 a2 s
5% T BT AR A 2 A ) B 2 TR B AR 8 s SR AN N2 S 42 Bt
EE B aihas i

Livingston (2% N JAMA AT 2) 4 58 =45, 2012 4F 244
AT JAMA I R 5 (9 6l E 4 o Livingston Z4#24E FHAZOL, F7E M
KEE AN AT B A 25 s BEUS ABAE I R 2 18 A2 Lo A 56
BT ANEMEBE B TS 2T, FFF 1992 AR SMREEH Be BRI

SEAJMLAJG, Livingston FHARZ B ZE N KA AZ WL AT 2R,
IR A AR BB, AR R IEAZ L X AR 22N TR ff R

GiAMRHIR 45 L4k M. Livingston #UZEBISE T« M KA IK 0L
BT AR ZE

2003 4%, Livingston ZZMEN AT, AT 5 5= K24 P e 2 2F
Bt (UTSW) H il 43 i B2 3 4T, Wi, Livingston 2
24T T O G R AR ZE A RIE TR R TAE

2007 4, Livingston #{ 42 Bl AT J 78 v 5% 37 B AR i R~ A 4 B
TR

2010 4, Livingston ##Z Wik UTSW A= ¥ [ 2% TR 19 AF 7% A i
R, HIATIZ KRR EZ, H 2013 45 &P K 75 46 K 2240 R
“FH %, Livingston % B3R5 #ad 500 77 Eumr R 4, kR
AT 150 f e T A AT PR R IR 30, DA R AL VF 2R F 1, ik
FEARZ Mo 7 P R R 2 A AR HR, R AR ZE A SR 2B B 45 I AT AT &5

138

2015 FEE 1 5E3H ]33



Eoti sk x DONCTAL | 2R

JAMA BB E%; BriFEHAFAME
PR ELFHIR, AL RFINZEIR;
BrFHMMMKZEYESR TiE XIE
2 #4% Dr. Edward H. Livingston A& &
ZHRTAEA (What Editors Look for
in Clinical Trials & JAMA for Chinese
Readers) RIS EH,

Livingston #5tH: Clinical trials are essential
for understanding treatment efficacy. JAMA has
published many of the most important practice
changing clinical trials in its more than 130
year history. JAMA has a reputation for rigorous
scientific evaluation of the research it publishes
resulting in it being rated as having the highest
integrity of the major general medical journals
in US-based reader surveys.

We will show how the journal is organized
and what the various article-types have to offer
clinician readers. The process JAMA editors use
to evaluate manuscripts submitted for JAMA
publication will also be reviewed. Common
pitfalls frequently encountered by the JAMA
editors in research studies will be shown. The
intent is to assist investigators in their efforts
to perform high quality clinical research and
develop manuscripts that are competitive for
the major, high-impact journals. Problems
encountered during the process of manuscript
review for articles that were ultimately published
in JAMA will be discussed. These include a lack
of a valid hypothesis, study/protocol design
shortcomings, late trial registration, inadequate
statistical analysis, incomplete data reporting
and interpretation and more.

To facilitate access of JAMA content to
Chinese physicians, JAMA Insert was launched
on March 6, 2014 in collaboration with the
China Medical Tribune (CMT).Two hundred and
eight pages of JAMA content were translated
into Chinese and published in 41 issues of the
Chinese Medical Tribune. This JAMA-CMT
collaboration facilitates Chinese clinician
access to the most up-to-date medical research
available in the US-based medical literature.
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Correspondent: As a deputy editor of
JAMA and a world renowned expert in
General Surgery, you must have received
many invitations worldwide. May | ask what
made you to decide to accept our invitation?
Is there any difference between this summit
and other conferences you have attended
previously?

Dr. Livingston:
invitations to give speeches about publishing

I do get a lot of

in JAMA and I don’t accept many of them. But
I was curious about this one. I hadn’t been to
Wubhan before. I have been in China for a couple
of times before but not to Wuhan. And, I was
curious about what is happening in this summit
and also about what is happening in Chinese
medicine and Chinese research.

Correspondent: Your lecture topic at this
summit is “What Editors Look for in Clinical
Trials & JAMA for Chinese authors and
readers”. Why did you choose to talk about
the clinical trials and what message do you
wish to convey to Chineseclinicians?

Dr. Livingston: The particular topic is
one that I developed for talks which I give to
physicians in the United States. I identified
common problems with clinical research papers



we see submitted to the journal. And I thought
since these are common in the US, they must
also be common in China. In general, Chinese
investigators have less experience with clinical
research than their counterparts in the United
States. So the items that I brought up, like
clinical trial registration, issues with statistical
analysis, defining a particular study design,
etc, those are things all investigators, including
Chinese investigators, need to know more about,
if they are going to publish their findings in
journals like ours.

Correspondent: If you can recall,
approximately how many clinical studies
were submitted from China each year?
Do you think whether Chinese clinicians
have possessed any advantage in medical
research or study?

Dr. Livingston: In 2014 we received 342
submissions at JAMA from China. We accepted
5 articles for an acceptance rate of 1.5%. This
is somewhat lower than the overall acceptance
rate of 4%. The year before, the acceptance
rate from China was 4%. The advantage that
Chinese investigators have is the ability to have
very large studies. There have been studies
from China with very large numbers of patients,
studies with hundreds, tens of thousands or
millions of patients. And, the ones that we
published have very high quality data that
is hard to collect from patients in the other
countries. I think the main advantage is the
sheer size of the medical system here in China
that you can report our findings from very large
numbers of patients.

Correspondent: What are the major
reasons for rejection for papers submitted
from China, in your opinion? Do you
think the language editing is of help for
publication?

Dr. Livingston: Probably the most
common reason Chinese papers get rejected is
they don't fulfill our criteria for accepting papers

in terms of clinical trial design or the methods.
The reasons for rejections of papers from China
are the same as for papers from anywhere.
Getting back to what I said earlier about clinical
trial design and other aspects of clinical research
that all of investigators need to know better
applies to Chinese investigators and the papers
they have submitted to us.

Another very important aspect of what we
do regarding accepting papers is personally
knowing the investigators and the institutions
that they come from. That is probably the most
important reason that [ came on this visit to
China. All of us in the senior leadership in JAMA
have come to China and try to understand more
about what is happening in China and Chinese
research. Personal relationships with individuals,
investigators, institutions are critically important
in our business. We are much more likely to
accept papers from investigators that we know
who work in the institutions that we are familiar
with.

In terms of language, yes, it is very, very
important. It is not necessarily a deal killer if the
language is bad - in fact we are working out of
a paper from Japan right now. It was a very nice
study, very well-done, but the language was very
deficient. We, at JAMA, will fix the language.
We have ability to do that. Several journals do,
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but not all, can do that. It is much more likely
for a paper to be accepted if it is well written in
the English language. Sometimes when papers
are poorly written we cannot understand the
paper. That is one reason that we will reject it.
So language,the proper use of English language,
can be very important.

Correspondent: What is your advice for
Chinese researchers who intend to publish
their work in JAMA?

Dr. Livingston: The most important
advice that I could give to Chinese investigators
is to get to know us. So, as | mentioned earlier,
many of us have come to China to try to get to
know people and understand them. The senior
leadership of JAMA all work full time for the
journal. We spend a lot of time trying to get to
know investigators so we know what they are
doing. So the most important step will be to
get to know us. Having been invited here, by
the people here in Wuhan, it is an important
step forward: We will get to know them. I was
very happy to see there are 6 people that IThave
seen before in other meetings while talking
here in China. There are many people who are
genuinely interested in China and want to get
to know us. So I think that would be the most
important thing that could do, is finding ways to
get to know us and show us what you are doing.
Then we can give advice regarding how to do
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your studies and getting a sense for the chances
of getting published.

Correspondent: Is there any part of the
summit that makes a deep impression on
you?

Dr. Livingston: Well, there are several
things. One, there are a lot of people here who
all seem to be very interested. When I give a
talk, I look at how many people are paying
attention. I was speaking in English, this was a
Chinese audience, but many of people seemed
to be paying attention. I think people here are
genuinely interested in what I had to say, and
that was good.

The other is that there are several investigators
who went to medical school here, and migrated
to United States and set up labs or companies
in the US. They are very interested in coming
back and trying to help develop the research
communities here in Wuhan. I thought that
was quite good. I think that shows dedication.
I think that is very important because those
people know how we do things and can bring
the message back. My experience in talking to
Chinese investigators is that they really do not
understand our system. They do not understand
how to publish in our journal. They need people
who have worked in the US to come back and
teach this to Chinese investigators.





