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Dear Sirs,

We read with great interest the article by Acheampong et al.1 
regarding evaluation of the diagnostic methods and antimicrobial 
susceptibility pattern of asymptomatic bacteriuria (ASB) among 
pregnant women in developing countries. This well-written arti-
cle topic provides very important for women suffering from ASB 
and who are living in the developing world. The incidence of 
ASB was relatively high in the study; therefore, the authors call 
for screening every pregnant woman and concerting efforts of 
all stakeholders to formulate a national policy to help curb this 
situation in the developing world. We praise the authors for their 
having carried out serious analytical work to obtain the finding 
that the dipstick diagnostic method is more efficient than micros-
copy. However, we would like to communicate some ideas to the 
authors.

1.	 The limitation of the study was that the diagnosis of ASB 
relied on a single urine sample. This is not entirely in ac-
cordance with the Infectious Diseases Society of America 
guidelines2 for the diagnosis of ASB in adults, and two 
consecutive urine specimens are required with isolation 
of the same bacterial strain in women.

2.	 These are results from a small study, and larger, prospec-
tive studies are needed to learn more about the topic. A 
long-term and further study should be conducted to help us 
understand the subject comprehensively and objectively.

The authors have made a great contribution towards this topic 
related to the welfare of the pregnant women living in the devel-
oping countries. It could be a valuable reference for clinicians; 
however, further strict studies with large sample sizes are war-

ranted.

Acknowledgments

No source of funding was used for this study. This article does not 
contain any protocols or procedures with human participants or 
animals performed by any of the authors.

Conflict of interest

The authors have no conflict of interests related to this publication.

Author contributions

Drafted or revised the manuscript (CW, JW, YG, DP), approved 
the final version (DY, CW).

References

[1]	 Acheampong DO, Afoakwah MK, Boye A, Opoku R, Kwakye-Nuako 
G, Adokoh CK, et al. Evaluation of diagnostic methods and antimi-
crobial susceptibility pattern of asymptomatic bacteriuria among 
pregnant women in Ashanti region, Ghana. J Explor Res Pharmacol 
2018;3(3):78–84. doi:10.14218/JERP.2018.00003.

[2]	 Nicolle LE, Bradley S, Colgan R, Rice JC, Schaeffer A, Hooton TM. 
Infectious Diseases Society of America guidelines for the diagnosis 
and treatment of asymptomatic bacteriuria in adults. Clin Infect Dis 
2005;40(5):643–654. doi:10.1086/427507.

Keywords: Asymptomatic bacteriuria; Antimicrobial agent; Diagnostic methods.
Abbreviations: ASB, asymptomatic bacteriuria.
Received: June 23, 2018; Accepted: June 29, 2018
*Correspondence to: Dong Yin, Department of Orthopedics, The People’s Hospi-
tal of Guangxi Province, No. 6 Taoyuan Road, Nanning 530001, Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region, China. Tel: +8607712186970; E-mail: sky11doctor@163.com
How to cite this article: Wang C, Wang J, Gu Y, Pang D, Yin D. Re: Evaluation of 
Diagnostic Methods and Antimicrobial Susceptibility Pattern of Asymptomatic Bac-
teriuria among Pregnant Women in Ashanti Region, Ghana. J Explor Res Pharmacol 
2018;3(3):91. doi: 10.14218/JERP.2018.00015.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

	﻿﻿﻿﻿Acknowledgments﻿

	﻿﻿﻿Conflict of interest﻿

	﻿﻿﻿Author contributions﻿

	﻿﻿﻿References﻿


