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[bookmark: _Toc200098187][bookmark: _Toc201419371]We collected serum samples from 415 participants at the First Affiliated Hospital of Xi'an Medical University, including 330 MAFLD patients and 85 healthy control subjects. The diagnosis of MAFLD was performed using the FibroScan 502 device (Echosens, Paris, France) within one month of the clinic visit and blood tests. Experienced operators, trained by the manufacturer or certified delegates, carried out the controlled attenuation parameter (CAP) and liver stiffness measurements. Patients with a CAP value ≥ 248 dB/m, as assessed by FibroScan, were considered to have hepatic steatosis. Fibroscan has already been recommended by major clinical practice guidelines and adopted by numerous studies related to MAFLD.1 This part study was conducted in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki and approved by the Ethics Committee of the First Affiliated Hospital of Xi'an Medical University (approval number: XYFY2018LSK-003).
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