Supplementary Table 3. Differential diagnosis of hepatic cysts
	Type
	Features on imaging
	Risk factors/associations
	AFP relevance

	Simple hepatic cysts
	Anechoic, thin-walled, no septations
	Congenital, usually asymptomatic
	No AFP elevation

	Hydatid cysts (echinococcosis)
	Septations, calcifications, daughter cysts
	Exposure to livestock
	No direct AFP elevation

	Biliary cystadenoma/carcinoma
	Internal septations, mural nodules
	Middle-aged women
	May produce AFP if malignant

	Polycystic liver disease
	Numerous bilateral cysts
	Autosomal dominant
	AFP usually normal

	Abscesses or infected cysts
	Irregular wall, internal echoes
	Fever, pain
	No direct AFP elevation.


In this case, clear cyst fluid, absence of mural nodules, negative cytology, and consistent imaging over time supported a diagnosis of benign simple hepatic cysts. AFP, alpha-fetoprotein.

