Appendix 3: Preparation of solutions
·  Preparation of 0.5, 1, 2, 3 McF
· Preparation of 1% BaCl2 for 10 mL. 0.1 g of BaCl2 powder was weighed and dissolved in 10 mL of distilled water.
· Preparation of 1% H2SO4 for 10 mL. One hundred microliters (100 µL) of a concentrated sulfuric acid solution was diluted in 9.9 mL of distilled water. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK14]Thereafter, 50 µL of 1% BaCl2 solution was added to 9.950 µL of 1% sulfuric acid solution, then homogenized. The D.O. at 600 nm of this solution was found to vary between 0.08 and 0.12.
· Preparation of physiological water
In brief, 0.9 g of NaCl was dissolved in 100 mL of distilled water and then homogenized. After that, the mixture was autoclaved at 121°C for 30 min.
· Preparation of resazurin (0.15 g/L)
4.5 mg of resazurin powder was weighed and dissolved in 30 mL of sterile distilled water, then homogenized.

