Appendix 2: Preparation of culture media 
· Mueller–Hinton broth
The MHB medium was prepared according to the manufacturer's instructions. Briefly, 21 g of medium powder was weighed and dissolved in 1 L of distilled water. Then, the mixture was homogenized using an electric stirrer with a magnetic bar. Thereafter, the as-prepared medium was autoclaved at 121°C for 30 min.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK13]Mueller–Hinton agar
The MHA medium was prepared according to the manufacturer's instructions. To this end, 38 g of culture medium powder was weighed and dissolved in 1 L of distilled water. Then, the mixture was boiled at 100°C and autoclaved for 30 min at 121°C.

