Supplementary Table. 1. Full electronic search strategies for five databases

	Database and time range
	Full electronic search strategy

	PubMed
From database inception to 1 August 2026.
	(
"Decompressive Craniectomy"[Mesh] OR craniectom*[tiab]
OR hemicraniectom*[tiab]
OR decompressive craniotom*[tiab] OR "bifrontal decompression"[tiab]
OR (bilateral[tiab] AND frontal[tiab] AND decompress*[tiab]) OR (bitemporal[tiab] AND decompress*[tiab])
OR "skull decompression"[tiab]
OR "suboccipital decompression"[tiab] OR "posterior fossa decompression"[tiab] OR "posterior fossa decompressive"[tiab] OR "cerebellar decompression"[tiab]
OR suboccipital craniectom*[tiab] OR posterior fossa craniectom*[tiab]
OR (infratentorial[tiab] AND decompress*[tiab]) OR "foramen magnum decompression"[tiab]
OR suboccipital craniotom*[tiab] OR posterior fossa craniotom*[tiab]
OR (craniotom*[tiab] AND (decompress*[tiab] OR (bone[tiab] AND flap[tiab] AND (removed[tiab] OR left[tiab]))))
OR ((cranial[tiab] OR skull[tiab]) AND decompress*[tiab])
) AND (
"Dura Mater"[Mesh] OR dura[tiab]
OR dural[tiab]
OR duraplast*[tiab] OR duroplast*[tiab] OR duralplast*[tiab] OR durotom*[tiab]
OR "dural closure"[tiab]
OR "dural management"[tiab] OR "dura mater"[tiab]
OR "dura closure"[tiab] OR "dural repair"[tiab]
OR "dural reconstruction"[tiab] OR dural graft*[tiab]
OR dural substitute*[tiab] OR "artificial dura"[tiab] OR "synthetic dura"[tiab] OR dural patch*[tiab]
OR "dural augmentation"[tiab] OR "dural expansion"[tiab] OR expansile duraplast*[tiab]
OR (augmentative[tiab] AND duraplast*[tiab]) OR lax duraplast*[tiab]
OR dural flap*[tiab]
OR (open[tiab] AND dural[tiab] AND flap*[tiab]) OR onlay graft*[tiab]
OR inlay graft*[tiab] OR meningoplast*[tiab]
OR "meningeal repair"[tiab]
OR (meningeal[tiab] AND closure[tiab])
OR (meningeal[tiab] AND reconstruction[tiab]) OR pericranial graft*[tiab]
OR pericranial flap*[tiab] OR pericranium[tiab]
OR "fascia lata"[tiab]
OR "temporalis fascia"[tiab] OR watertight[tiab]
OR "water-tight"[tiab] OR "water tight"[tiab] OR nonwatertight[tiab] OR "non-watertight"[tiab] OR "non watertight"[tiab] OR sutureless[tiab]
OR nonsuture[tiab] OR "non-suture"[tiab] OR "non suture"[tiab]
OR "rapid closure"[tiab]
OR (rapid[tiab] AND dural[tiab] AND closure[tiab]) OR "loose closure"[tiab]
OR "without dural closure"[Title/Abstract:~0] OR "without duraplasty"[tiab]



	Database and time range
	Full electronic search strategy

	
	OR "no dural closure"[Title/Abstract:~0] OR "no duraplasty"[Title/Abstract:~0] OR "open dura"[tiab]
OR "open dural"[tiab]
OR (dura[tiab] AND left[tiab] AND open[tiab]) OR dural slit*[tiab]
OR dural-slit*[tiab] OR multidural[tiab] OR "multi-dural"[tiab] OR dural stab*[tiab]
OR dural incision*[tiab]
OR (stellate[tiab] AND durotom*[tiab]) OR stellate incision*[tiab]
OR dural cover*[tiab]
)
AND ("1800/01/01"[Date - Publication] : "2026/08/01"[Date - Publication])

	Embase.com
From database inception to 1 August 2026.
	(
'decompressive craniectomy'/exp OR craniectom*:ti,ab,kw
OR hemicraniectom*:ti,ab,kw
OR 'decompressive craniotom*':ti,ab,kw OR 'bifrontal decompression':ti,ab,kw
OR 'bilateral frontal decompression':ti,ab,kw OR 'bitemporal decompression':ti,ab,kw
OR 'skull decompression':ti,ab,kw
OR 'suboccipital decompression':ti,ab,kw OR 'posterior fossa decompression':ti,ab,kw OR 'posterior fossa decompressive':ti,ab,kw OR 'cerebellar decompression':ti,ab,kw
OR 'suboccipital craniectom*':ti,ab,kw OR 'posterior fossa craniectom*':ti,ab,kw OR 'infratentorial decompression':ti,ab,kw
OR 'foramen magnum decompression':ti,ab,kw OR 'suboccipital craniotom*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'posterior fossa craniotom*':ti,ab,kw
OR (craniotom*:ti,ab,kw AND (decompress*:ti,ab,kw OR (bone:ti,ab,kw AND flap:ti,ab,kw AND (removed:ti,ab,kw OR left:ti,ab,kw))))
OR ((cranial:ti,ab,kw OR skull:ti,ab,kw) AND decompress*:ti,ab,kw)
) AND (
'dura mater'/exp OR dura:ti,ab,kw OR dural:ti,ab,kw
OR duraplast*:ti,ab,kw OR duroplast*:ti,ab,kw OR duralplast*:ti,ab,kw OR durotom*:ti,ab,kw
OR 'dural closure':ti,ab,kw
OR 'dural management':ti,ab,kw OR 'dura mater':ti,ab,kw
OR 'dura closure':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural repair':ti,ab,kw
OR 'dural reconstruction':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural graft*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'dural substitute*':ti,ab,kw OR 'artificial dura':ti,ab,kw OR 'synthetic dura':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural patch*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'dural augmentation':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural expansion':ti,ab,kw
OR 'expansile duraplast*':ti,ab,kw OR 'augmentative duraplast*':ti,ab,kw OR 'lax duraplast*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'dural flap*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'open dural flap*':ti,ab,kw OR 'onlay graft*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'inlay graft*':ti,ab,kw OR meningoplast*:ti,ab,kw
OR 'meningeal repair':ti,ab,kw OR 'meningeal closure':ti,ab,kw
OR 'meningeal reconstruction':ti,ab,kw OR 'pericranial graft*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'pericranial flap*':ti,ab,kw OR pericranium:ti,ab,kw
OR 'fascia lata':ti,ab,kw



	Database and time range
	Full electronic search strategy

	
	OR 'temporalis fascia':ti,ab,kw OR watertight:ti,ab,kw
OR 'water-tight':ti,ab,kw OR 'water tight':ti,ab,kw OR nonwatertight:ti,ab,kw OR 'non-watertight':ti,ab,kw OR 'non watertight':ti,ab,kw OR sutureless:ti,ab,kw
OR nonsuture:ti,ab,kw OR 'non-suture':ti,ab,kw OR 'non suture':ti,ab,kw OR 'rapid closure':ti,ab,kw
OR 'rapid dural closure':ti,ab,kw OR 'loose closure':ti,ab,kw
OR 'without dural closure':ti,ab,kw OR 'without duraplasty':ti,ab,kw OR 'no dural closure':ti,ab,kw
OR 'no duraplasty':ti,ab,kw OR 'open dura':ti,ab,kw OR 'open dural':ti,ab,kw OR 'dura left open':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural slit*':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural-slit*':ti,ab,kw OR multidural:ti,ab,kw
OR 'multi-dural':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural stab*':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural incision*':ti,ab,kw
OR 'stellate durotom*':ti,ab,kw OR 'stellate incision*':ti,ab,kw OR 'dural cover*':ti,ab,kw
)
AND [01-01-1947 to 01-08-2026]/pd

	Web of Science Core Collection
From database inception to 1 August 2026.
	TS=(craniectom* OR hemicraniectom* OR "decompressive craniotom*" OR "bifrontal decompression" OR "bilateral frontal decompression" OR "bitemporal decompression" OR "skull decompression" OR "suboccipital decompression" OR "posterior fossa decompression" OR "posterior fossa decompressive" OR "cerebellar decompression" OR "suboccipital craniectom*" OR "posterior fossa craniectom*" OR "infratentorial decompression" OR "foramen magnum decompression" OR "suboccipital craniotom*" OR "posterior fossa craniotom*" OR (craniotom* AND (decompress* OR (bone AND flap AND (removed OR left)))) OR ((cranial OR skull) AND decompress*))
AND
TS=(dura OR dural OR duraplast* OR duroplast* OR duralplast* OR durotom* OR "dural management" OR "dura mater" OR "dural closure" OR "dura closure" OR "dural repair" OR "dural reconstruction" OR "dural graft*" OR "dural substitute*" OR "artificial dura" OR "synthetic dura" OR "dural patch*" OR "dural augmentation" OR "dural expansion" OR "expansile duraplast*" OR "augmentative duraplast*" OR "lax duraplast*" OR "dural flap*" OR "open dural flap*" OR "onlay graft*" OR "inlay graft*" OR meningoplast* OR "meningeal closure" OR "meningeal repair" OR "meningeal reconstruction" OR "pericranial graft*" OR "pericranial flap*" OR pericranium OR "fascia lata" OR "temporalis fascia" OR watertight OR "water-tight" OR "water tight" OR nonwatertight OR "non-watertight" OR "non watertight" OR sutureless OR nonsuture OR "non-suture" OR "non suture" OR "rapid closure" OR "rapid dural closure" OR "loose closure" OR "without dural closure" OR "without duraplasty" OR "no dural closure" OR "no duraplasty" OR "open dura" OR "open dural" OR "dura left open" OR "dural slit*" OR "dural-slit*" OR multidural OR "multi-dural" OR "dural stab*" OR "dural incision*" OR "stellate durotom*" OR "stellate incision*" OR "dural cover*")
AND DOP=1900-01-01/2026-08-01

	Scopus
From database inception to 1 August 2026.
	TITLE-ABS-KEY(
(craniectom* OR hemicraniectom* OR "decompressive craniotom*" OR "bifrontal decompression" OR "bilateral frontal decompression" OR "bitemporal decompression" OR "skull decompression" OR "suboccipital decompression" OR "posterior fossa decompression" OR "posterior fossa decompressive" OR "cerebellar decompression" OR "suboccipital craniectom*" OR "posterior fossa craniectom*" OR "infratentorial decompression" OR "foramen magnum decompression" OR "suboccipital craniotom*" OR "posterior fossa craniotom*" OR (craniotom* AND (decompress* OR (bone AND flap AND (removed OR left)))) OR ((cranial OR skull) AND decompress*))
AND
(dura OR dural OR duraplast* OR duroplast* OR duralplast* OR durotom* OR "dural management" OR "dura mater" OR "dural closure" OR "dura closure" OR "dural repair" OR "dural reconstruction" OR "dural



	Database and time range
	Full electronic search strategy

	
	graft*" OR "dural substitute*" OR "artificial dura" OR "synthetic dura" OR "dural patch*" OR "dural augmentation" OR "dural expansion" OR "expansile duraplast*" OR "augmentative duraplast*" OR "lax duraplast*" OR "dural flap*" OR "open dural flap*" OR "onlay graft*" OR "inlay graft*" OR meningoplast* OR "meningeal closure" OR "meningeal repair" OR "meningeal reconstruction" OR "pericranial graft*" OR "pericranial flap*" OR pericranium OR "fascia lata" OR "temporalis fascia" OR watertight OR "water-tight" OR "water tight" OR nonwatertight OR "non-watertight" OR "non watertight" OR sutureless OR nonsuture OR "non-suture" OR "non suture" OR "rapid closure" OR "rapid dural closure" OR "loose closure" OR "without dural closure" OR "without duraplasty" OR "no dural closure" OR "no duraplasty" OR "open dura" OR "open dural" OR "dura left open" OR "dural slit*" OR "dural-slit*" OR multidural OR "multi-dural" OR "dural stab*" OR "dural incision*" OR "stellate durotom*" OR "stellate incision*" OR "dural cover*")
)
AND PUBYEAR BEF 2027

	CENTRAL
From database inception to 1 August 2026.
	#1 MeSH descriptor: [Decompressive Craniectomy] explode all trees #2 (craniectom* OR hemicraniectom* OR (decompressive NEXT craniotom*) OR "bifrontal decompression" OR "bilateral frontal decompression" OR "bitemporal decompression" OR "skull decompression" OR "suboccipital decompression" OR "posterior fossa decompression" OR "posterior fossa decompressive" OR "cerebellar decompression" OR (suboccipital NEXT craniectom*) OR (posterior
NEXT fossa NEXT craniectom*) OR "infratentorial decompression" OR "foramen magnum decompression" OR (suboccipital NEXT craniotom*) OR (posterior NEXT fossa NEXT craniotom*) OR (craniotom* AND (decompress* OR (bone AND flap AND (removed OR left)))) OR ((cranial OR skull) AND decompress*)):ti,ab,kw
#3 #1 OR #2
#4 MeSH descriptor: [Dura Mater] explode all trees
#5 (dura OR dural OR duraplast* OR duroplast* OR duralplast* OR durotom* OR "dural management" OR "dura mater" OR "dural closure" OR "dura closure" OR "dural repair" OR "dural reconstruction" OR (dural NEXT graft*) OR (dural NEXT substitute*) OR "artificial dura" OR "synthetic dura" OR (dural NEXT patch*) OR "dural augmentation" OR "dural expansion" OR (expansile NEXT duraplast*) OR (augmentative NEXT duraplast*) OR (lax NEXT duraplast*) OR (dural NEXT flap*) OR (open NEXT dural NEXT flap*) OR (onlay NEXT graft*) OR (inlay NEXT graft*) OR meningoplast* OR "meningeal closure" OR "meningeal repair" OR "meningeal reconstruction" OR (pericranial NEXT graft*) OR (pericranial NEXT flap*) OR pericranium OR "fascia lata" OR "temporalis fascia" OR watertight OR "water-tight" OR "water tight" OR nonwatertight OR "non-watertight" OR "non watertight" OR sutureless OR nonsuture OR "non-suture" OR "non suture" OR "rapid closure" OR "rapid dural closure" OR "loose closure" OR "without dural closure" OR "without duraplasty" OR "no dural closure" OR "no duraplasty" OR "open dura" OR "open dural" OR "dura left open" OR (dural NEXT slit*) OR dural-slit* OR multidural OR "multi-dural" OR (dural NEXT stab*) OR (dural NEXT incision*) OR (stellate NEXT durotom*) OR (stellate NEXT incision*) OR (dural NEXT cover*)):ti,ab,kw
#6 #4 OR #5
#7 #3 AND #6


ab, abstract; BEF, before; CENTRAL, Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials; DOP, date of publication; exp, explode; kw, keyword; MeSH, Medical Subject Headings; NEXT, proximity operator; pd, publication date; PUBYEAR, publication year; ti, title; tiab, title/abstract; TITLE-ABS-KEY, title/abstract/keywords; TS, topic search.
