Supplementary Table 3. Characteristics of the patients for flow cytometry analysis.
	　
	Cured (n = 12)
	Uncured (n = 16)
	p.value

	Age (Year)
	44 (34 - 49)
	41 (38 - 43)
	0.78

	Male, n (%)
	12 (100)
	12 (75)
	0.11

	Baseline HBsAg (IU/mL)# 
	215.6 (32.4 - 398.3)
	352.5 (85.1 - 695.6)
	0.09

	Baseline HBeAg seroconversion, n (%)#
	12 (100)
	16 (100)
	>0.99

	Baseline HBV DNA clearance, n (%)# 
	12 (100)
	16 (100)
	0.99

	Baseline ALT (U/L) # 
	28 (25 - 47.3)
	19 (14.5 -37.3 )
	0.186

	HBsAg at sampling (IU/mL)*
	0.05
	149.6 (14.8 - 262.3)
	<0.01

	PEG-IFNα treatment and follow-up duration at the time of blood sampling (weeks)
	42 (27 - 63) †
	96※
	-

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK16]ALT at sampling (U/L)*
	51.0 (46.0 - 96.0）
	40.0 (32.5 - 97.3)
	0.70

	AST at sampling (U/L)*
	51.0 (36.0 - 68.0)
	46.0 (33.8 - 71.5)
	0.80


Median (IQR)
# Represent the HBsAg level, HBeAg, HBV DNA and ALT at the time of PEG-IFNα.
* Represent the HBsAg level and ALT at the time of sample collection.
† Blood samples from the cured group were collected when HBsAg loss was first documented, with or without anti-HBs seroconversion.
※ Patients in the uncured group received standard treatment and were followed up to 96 weeks without achieving HBsAg clearance.

