Supplementary Table. 1. Search strategy summaries and study-selection record
Search time frame: database inception to August 2026.
Part A. Database-specific search expressions and record yields
	Database
	Search period
	Illustrative search syntax
	Filters / limits
	Records identified (n)

	PubMed
	Inception–Aug 2026
	("confocal laser endomicroscopy"[MeSH Terms] OR "confocal laser endomicroscopy"[Title/Abstract] OR "pCLE"[Title/Abstract] OR "CLE"[Title/Abstract]) AND ("colorectal"[Title/Abstract] OR "colon"[Title/Abstract] OR "rectal"[Title/Abstract] OR "inflammatory bowel disease"[Title/Abstract] OR "irritable bowel syndrome"[Title/Abstract])
	Language: English/Chinese; humans
	55

	Embase (Elsevier)
	Inception–Aug 2026
	('confocal laser endomicroscopy'/exp OR 'confocal laser endomicroscopy':ti,ab OR pcle:ti,ab OR cle:ti,ab) AND ('colorectal':ti,ab OR 'colon':ti,ab OR 'rectal':ti,ab OR 'inflammatory bowel disease'/exp OR 'irritable bowel syndrome'/exp)
	Language: English/Chinese; humans
	1

	Cochrane Library (CENTRAL)
	Inception–Aug 2026
	MeSH descriptor: [confocal laser endomicroscopy] OR ("confocal laser endomicroscopy" OR pCLE OR CLE):ti,ab,kw AND (colorectal OR colon OR rectal OR "inflammatory bowel disease" OR "irritable bowel syndrome"):ti,ab,kw
	Trials (CENTRAL)
	1

	CNKI
	Inception–Aug 2026
	Subject=("confocal laser endomicroscopy" OR "confocal endoscopy" OR "confocal laser endoscopy" OR "pCLE" OR "CLE") AND Subject=("colorectal" OR "colon" OR "rectum" OR "inflammatory bowel disease" OR "ulcerative colitis" OR "Crohn's disease" OR "irritable bowel syndrome")
	Language: Chinese; academic journals
	2

	Wanfang Database
	Inception–Aug 2026
	Subject:("confocal laser endomicroscopy" OR "confocal endoscopy" OR "confocal laser endoscopy" OR "pCLE" OR "CLE") AND Subject:("colorectal" OR "colon" OR "rectum" OR "inflammatory bowel disease" OR "ulcerative colitis" OR "Crohn's disease" OR "irritable bowel syndrome")
	Language: Chinese; academic journals
	18


[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Note. Embase, Cochrane, CNKI, and Wanfang strategies were reconstructed in database-specific syntax from the PubMed strategy (Methods). CNKI and Wanfang queries are translated from Chinese; the displayed search expressions are illustrative. Record yields are from Supplementary Fig. 1.
Part B. Eligibility criteria
	Category
	Criteria

	Inclusion
	Primary research considered for GRADE appraisal included randomized controlled trials, cohort studies, case-control studies, and cross-sectional studies of CLE (eCLE or pCLE) in lower gastrointestinal diseases. Relevant reviews, guidelines, consensus statements, and technical or safety sources were also retained as contextual publications in the 52-reference consensus synthesis; languages included Chinese and English.

	Exclusion
	Case reports, conference abstracts, and records unrelated to pCLE/CLE or colorectal diseases, or with insufficient data. Reviews, consensus statements, guidelines, and editorials could be retained for contextual synthesis but were not treated as primary GRADE evidence.


Part C. PRISMA 2020 study-selection record (transcribed from Supplementary Fig. 1)
	PRISMA stage
	Record

	Identification
	Records identified from databases: PubMed 55; Embase 1; Cochrane Library 1; CNKI 2; Wanfang 18 (total n = 77)

	Identification
	Records removed before screening: duplicate records n = 0; other reasons n = 0

	Screening
	Records screened n = 77; records excluded n = 17

	Screening
	Reports sought for retrieval n = 60; reports not retrieved n = 3

	Screening
	Reports assessed for eligibility n = 57; reports excluded with reasons n = 5 (not related to pCLE/CLE n = 1; not colorectal diseases n = 2; case reports/conference abstracts n = 1; insufficient data n = 1)

	Included
	Publications included in the consensus evidence synthesis n = 52


The reported selection counts are: 77 − 17 = 60; 60 − 3 = 57; 57 − 5 = 52. The 52 publications retained for the consensus synthesis correspond to references 1–52. Of these, 30 are primary investigations and 22 provide background or technical context (see Part D).

Part D. Classification of the 52 included publications and reference list
	Reference category
	Role in this manuscript
	Reference numbers
	n

	Primary investigations relevant to the consensus (clinical and mechanistic evidence)
	Empirical evidence considered for GRADE appraisal where applicable
	7,15,17–20,22,24–34,36–40,44,45,48–52
	30

	Non-research citations (consensus statements, guidelines, reviews, systematic reviews and meta-analyses, editorials)
	Background or contextual citations only; not graded
	1–6,8–11,14,16,23,41–43,46,47
	18

	Primary studies outside the lower gastrointestinal clinical scope (endoscopic ultrasound-guided needle-based CLE, gastric imaging, or animal imaging)
	Technical or safety context only; not graded
	12,13,21,35
	4

	All publications in the consensus synthesis
	—
	1–52
	52


Note. Categories were assigned from the publication type recorded in PubMed (available for 48 of the 52 references) and, for the four Chinese-language references without a PubMed record,3,4,9,12 from the title and document type. All studies used for GRADE grading (Supplementary Table. 2) are primary studies. CENTRAL, Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials; CLE, confocal laser endomicroscopy; CNKI, China National Knowledge Infrastructure; eCLE, endoscope-based confocal laser endomicroscopy; GRADE, Grading of Recommendations Assessment, Development and Evaluation; IBD, inflammatory bowel disease; IBS, irritable bowel syndrome; MeSH, Medical Subject Headings; pCLE, probe-based confocal laser endomicroscopy; PRISMA, Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses.

